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For Immediate Release
January 20, 2010

Baker Stepping Down as President/CEO of ORION

TORONTO - Phil Baker, President and CEO of the Ontario Research and Innovation Optical
Network (ORION) has announced his intention to retire from ORION later this spring.

Baker, the visionary pioneer who founded and established ORION as a world-leading research
and education network, will hand over the reigns after setting ORION on a new and ambitious
course to ensure Ontario remains in the lead among next generation global research networks

“Phil will be very difficult to replace,” says the ORION board chair, Maxim Jean-Louis, President
of Contact North | Contact Nord.

“Phil Baker is leaving Ontario with a significant legacy. Ontario now has an advanced research
and education infrastructure that is truly second to none in the world,” he said. “Today, almost 90
institutions and over 1.7 million people, students, faculty, staff and researchers across Ontario
rely on ORION every day for their work and research, and teaching and learning.”

“l was very fortunate to have the chance to take ORION from a dream to a reality over the past
ten years and am very grateful for having had this opportunity,” says Baker. “It has been an
incredibly fulfilling and rewarding time. | have benefitted from the support of a dedicated team of
professionals at ORION. These are all exceptional people committed to taking Ontario’s capacity
to support research and innovation to the next level.”

In announcing his retirement, Baker credited the full support of the Board of Directors over the
years for the success of ORION. He also thanked all of the individuals from Ontario’s research
and education community who helped build and expand the network across Ontario. Baker
acknowledged the critical support of the Ontario Government and CANARIE, Canada’s national
research network, for their ongoing support and investments in ORION.

In the past two years, Baker guided the organization through a significant transition into a
focused, value-add service entity that leverages the ORION network’s sophisticated technology
infrastructure to introduce new services that allow researchers, educators and learners, and
member institutions to transform work processes and accelerate innovation and discovery.

With the full support of the board, he has set the plan in place to ensure that ORION continues to
provide Ontario with critical innovation infrastructure that enables our researchers, educators and
institutions to excel in the new digital world and global economy

Baker plans to remain involved in advancing Ontario’s innovation capacity and broadband
capabilities.

The network’s Board of Directors has initiated the process to recruit a new President and CEO.
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